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To the OAIC,

I am writing this as a member of the public and an IT professional with a background in
network engineering and infrastructure. I have spent a lot of my time building and
managing complex home networks and high end audio systems. Because of my work and
my hobbies, I have a very good understanding of how data moves around and the risks
involved with these kinds of systems.

I think the goal of protecting kids is fine, but the way this Draft Children’s Online Privacy
Code is written is a problem. It feels like it is moving us toward an internet where
everything is blocked by default for adults.

The government talks about 72 million data points being collected on kids. I manage my
own local servers and use open source tools specifically to avoid being tracked, so I know
how bad advertising tracking can be. But trading a few cookies for facial recognition data
is a terrible deal. You can delete a cookie or clear your browser, but you can't get a new
face if that data gets leaked in a hack. Organizations like the EFF have been saying for a
long time that making people verify their age is basically the same as ending privacy for
everyone.

Section 8 of the draft says companies have to take "reasonable steps" to check a user's age
before they even collect any personal info. If the only way to "reasonably" check
someone's age is through a face scan or a government ID, how does that actually protect
privacy? Isn't it just replacing one kind of tracking with something way more permanent
and dangerous?

We have seen how dangerous centralization is. Look at the massive breaches we have
already had in Australia with Optus, Medibank, and even Services NSW. If the
government and the biggest companies in the country can't keep our data safe, why should
we trust every "designated internet service" or school app to hold our biometric data? We
even saw a leak of 70,000 Discord user IDs recently. If even the FBI's own email systems
can get hacked, no one is safe.

Centralization is a single point of failure. Look at what happened with the CrowdStrike
"glitch" that took down half the world's systems because everything was relying on one
thing. By forcing everyone into a Digital ID system to verify age, you are just building a
bigger target for hackers.

Section 13 of the draft says that for kids under 15, companies have to get consent from a
parent and take "reasonable steps" to make sure that person actually is the parent. How is a
website supposed to prove someone is a parent without collecting even more sensitive data
on both the adult and the child? Doesn't this just create a massive database of family






