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The Youth Ambassadors of the Tech Policy Design Institute acknowledge the lands on which we write this 

submission, the lands of Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples, whose cultures span over 65,000 years 

as the country’s first innovators and policymakers. 

Executive Summary 

This submission welcomes the OAIC’s work to strengthen children’s online privacy. It posits that Code 

will be strongest if it is shaped by children and young people directly, applies protections before harm 

occurs, and does not leave platforms alone to define what children’s best interests require. Policymakers 

should use the Code to make child privacy practical, understandable and enforceable, rather than 

expecting children to navigate complex data practices after their information has already been collected, 

shared or used. 

Summary of Recommendations 

 

Recommendation 1: Consult children where they are and recognise their lived experience, because a 

Code designed without the most affected children cannot credibly claim to protect them. 

Recommendation 2: Extend baseline protections to young adults and ultimately all users, because 

turning 18 does not erase the data profile or platform risks built during childhood. 

Recommendation 3: Clarify the meaning of “best interests”, because leaving the standard to platforms 

risks turning child protection into a commercial judgement. 

Recommendation 4: Close the health, wellbeing and biometric data gap, because children’s most 

sensitive information should not fall outside stronger safeguards due to drafting uncertainty. 

Recommendation 5: Strengthen privacy-preserving age assurance, because a child should not lose 

protection simply because an age prompt was weak or easy to bypass. 

Recommendation 6: Co-design standardised child-facing privacy language, because rights are not 

meaningful if children cannot understand what they are agreeing to. 

Recommendation 7: Require visibility over third-party data sharing, because children’s privacy cannot 

stop at the first platform when their data continues moving behind the scenes. 
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About the Tech Policy Design Institute  

TPDi is an independent, non-partisan think tank dedicated to tech policy. We work with all actors across 

the tech ecosystem to shape technology for the benefit of humanity. After 3 years of incubation, we 

spun-out of the Australian National University in January 2025. We are a registered not-for-profit with 

the Australian Charities and Not-for-Profit Commission. 

TPDi’s Tech Policy Youth Ambassadors program creates a mentored, professional pathway for young 

people to contribute directly to national and global tech policy conversations.  

This submission was independently developed and authored by the Tech Policy Youth Ambassadors. 

While the Ambassadors are supported and mentored through TPDi's program, the views, analysis and 

recommendations presented here are their own. 

More information about the program can be found here: https://techpolicy.au/nextgen 

 




