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On 10 December 2026, the Children’s Online Privacy Code will be registered in Australia. The Code is a special set of rules to help protect children’s privacy when using the internet. It makes sure that organisations who run apps, websites and games that children might use take care of their personal information (like their name, age and what they like to do online).  
 
The Digital Child is partnering with the Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) to seek children’s feedback on the draft Code between 31 March 2026 and 5 June 2026. This process provides children with the opportunity to ask questions, share concerns, and offer genuine feedback that will be used to shape the final draft of the Code.  

The following curriculum-aligned activity has been designed for high school students to help them: 
· develop an understanding about online privacy and why it is important; and  
· learn about as well as provide feedback to the Children's Online Privacy Code.
 
The material is intended to be used alongside the digital presentation and corresponding questions which have been prepared by the OAIC. A table is provided for teachers (pages 8-9) to record student responses and written feedback.
[image: ]
Following the lesson, teachers can submit collected responses via the Children's Online Privacy Code Group Submission for Educators and Facilitators – Years 7-12: Secondary school aged children online form by 5 June 2026. This feedback will contribute to ensuring the Code reflects the voices and experiences of children, young people, parents and carers, and strengthens protections for children’s privacy across the digital activities they engage in.
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	Digital literacy General Capability 
Practising digital safety and wellbeing - Manage digital privacy and identity.
	Technologies
Digital Technologies - Processes and production skills (Privacy and security).

	Stage 4 
Recognise that their digital footprint is valuable, used by online tools for targeting, and that data shared online is no longer under their control.
 
	Stage 4 
Investigate and manage the digital footprint of existing systems and student solutions collect and assess if the is essential to their purpose (AC9TDI8P14). 

	Stage 5 
Recognise that their actions contribute to their passive digital footprint.
 
	Stage 5
Apply the Australian Privacy Principles to critique and manage the digital footprint that existing systems and student solutions collect (AC9TDI10P14).


Lesson preparation
Before the lesson make sure you have:
· Opened the slide deck ready to display
· A copy of this guide including the recording sheet (pages 8 – 9)
· Looked through the supporting material which provides detailed information on the Children’s Online Privacy Code 

After the lesson, please submit the collected responses via the QR code or link above. Please contact the Digital Child at info@digitalchild.org.au if you have any questions relating to this lesson or submission. 

Part A: An introduction to the Children’s Online Privacy Code

15 minutes 

Slide 2: Lesson focus
The following classroom activity has been designed to help children and young people: 
· develop an understanding about online privacy and why it is important; and
· learn about as well as provide feedback to the Children’s Online Privacy Code. 

Slide 3: Why does online privacy matter for children and young people? 
Let’s explore the following scenario together: 

	[image: ]Zara is standing at the traffic lights waiting to cross the road. As a bus passes, Zara notices a huge advertisement featuring a picture of a child. To their shock, the child is Zara! The image came from Zara’s gaming profile. She doesn’t know how it ended up on the bus.

Questions/Prompts:
1. What privacy problems or issues with sharing information can you spot in this situation? Was it fair for Zara’s photo to be used? Why or why not? 
Frame this question around consent and matters of fairness. When is it fair for others to use your personal information? How should children’s consent be sought? 

2. What should Zara do? What could you do if someone disrespects your online privacy? 
Investigate strategies young people can use when their online privacy is not respected or is used without permission. Discuss individual responsibilities, parent/adult responsibilities and company responsibilities (which will be governed by the Children's Online Privacy Code). 

3. How do you think children’s privacy should be protected online? 
Provide an opportunity for students to share what they already know about online privacy and their expectations about how personal information should be handled. 

If someone can use Zara’s photo like this, they could use yours too. Online privacy matters because once information is shared, it can be difficult to control where it goes.



Extra information
Children have the right to privacy. This right was clearly set out in the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child in 1989, which Australia agreed to in 1990. Under this agreement, the law must protect children’s privacy, family, home, communications and reputation (or good name). More information about personal information and privacy can be found on the OAIC website. 
Slide 4: What is Online Privacy?

Think about online privacy like a stage where you watch a school assembly or a music concert. There is a frontstage and backstage that are separated by a curtain. 

The frontstage is in front of the curtain and is where everyone in the audience can see what is happening. Invite children to share examples (i.e. photos, videos usernames).

The backstage is behind the curtain and is where only the people running the show can see what is happening. Invite children to share examples (i.e. location data, age, email addresses, phone numbers).

Invite children to consider who they think is responsible for protecting their online privacy – front and backstage.

Slide 5: Who are the OAIC? 

The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) is the Australian Government’s privacy regulator. The OAIC protects the privacy of Australians. You can think of them as the ‘Privacy Police’. The OAIC is responsible for writing the Children’s Online Privacy Code. 

Slide 6: What is the Children’s Online Privacy Code? Why should we have one? 

The Code is a special set of privacy rules that many online services (like apps, games and websites) will need to follow to help take better care of children's personal information online. Protecting your personal information online is one important step to protecting your online privacy. 

Slide 7: Online privacy and the Children's Code

The Code focuses on protecting children and young people’s online privacy – that means you! 

It does this by:
· helping you to understand what happens to your personal information behind the curtain
· telling online services how to take care of children’s personal information,
· giving you more control over what happens to your personal information online.    

The Children’s Online Privacy Code focuses on protecting children’s online privacy backstage so that online services are accountable and responsible for the personal information that they receive. It is important to note that the Code will not restrict children’s access to the Internet or digital spaces; rather it regulates what online services can and cannot do with children’s personal information. 

Extra information 
The Australian Privacy Act was introduced in 1988 and does not specify protections for children or account for the rapidly evolving digital landscape. Following a review in 2023, the Privacy and Other Legislation Amendment Act 2024 was passed which introduced the framework for a Children’s Online Privacy Code as part of a broader suite of privacy reforms. This Code was specifically developed to promote children’s right to privacy as enshrined by the United Nations Convention on the Rights of the Child (1989). Similar codes have been developed across the world, including the United Kingdom, Ireland, United States and Indonesia, among others. Most importantly, children have expressed a need for stronger online privacy protections - and they have been heard! 

Part B: Submit your feedback to the OAIC 
 
30 minutes

	Important information for teachers 
The OAIC survey has designed a survey for teachers to complete with their students based on the 14 rules of the Children’s Online Privacy Code. Each rule contains information about:
1. The rule
2. A scenario
3. How the rule will apply (to the scenario)
The scenarios have been removed from the slides but included as supporting material to provide teachers with the flexibility to give examples that may be more relevant to their students. 

Following each rule/sub rule, the teacher will ask students to answer each question and record their responses in a table (pages 8-9). When this is completed, teachers can submit the responses here:  Children's Online Privacy Code Group Submission for Educators and Facilitators – Years 7-12: Secondary school aged children online form.

Alternatively, teachers may go through some or all the rules in class and encourage students to complete an individual survey: Children’s Online Privacy Code Individual Submission.  




Slide 8: Time to have your say - what do children and young people think? 

The Office of the Australian Information Commissioner (OAIC) wants to know what you think. They have prepared a series of questions to gather feedback from children, young people and schools on the Code. 

Students will be asked to choose of three options:
· Like
· Dislike
· Neither like or dislike

You may also indicate in the open-ended section under each rule if students do not understand the rule or have specific feedback around it. 

Some key vocabulary used in the questions is found on the following slide. You can find other key terms via the OAIC webpage: www.oaic.gov.au/keyterms 

	Some suggested ways to collect responses from students include: 
· Hand gestures: thumbs up (like), thumbs down (dislike) or thumbs in the middle (neither)
· Body movements: hands on heads (like), sit down (dislike) or hands on hips (neither)
· Places in the room: nominate three areas in the room for students to move to for each option
· Private responses: students record their response individually on a slip of paper
· Students complete the individual submission after you have gone through some or all the rules



 
Slide 9: Vocabulary in the Code 
· Online activity means the things that you do online, for example who you message, who messages you, whether you buy something online, what photos and videos you look at a lot. 
· Online services are things like an online app, game or website.
· Permission When you say yes or no to an online service asking if you can give them your personal information (This is also known as ‘Consent’). 
· Personal Information Information about who you are or what you do, including things like your name, address, email, phone number, school, date of birth, photos or videos of you, location and online activity.

Slides 10 – 25: The Rules in the Children’s Online Privacy Code
Each slide contains information about a rule. We have summarised the rules below to help with your facilitation. Extended information provided by the OAIC can be found in the supporting material.

	Rule 1 
(Slide 10)
	Many online services will need to follow the rules in the Code

	These include online services that children use in your daily life, like messaging apps, games, and education websites, and education websites, and that the adults use to record and share personal information about children, like school apps used by teachers to message your parents or apps that parents use to track their babies’ sleep.



	Rule 2
(Slide 11)
	To protect your personal information, online services have to either give everyone better privacy protections or check your age

	If the online service is used by both children and adults, the online service can either give adults the same privacy protections as children or check your age. Checking your age will not stop you or limit your use of the online service but it will make sure that the online service is taking care of your personal information in the right way. 



	Rule 3
(Slide 12)
	Online services can only collect, use or share the bare minimum amount of your personal information they need to run the app, game or website unless you choose differently

	Online services can do this by raising the standard when it comes to privacy protections and giving you (and your parent or carer) the control to change your privacy settings to share more personal information, if that is what you want.



	Rule 4
(Slide 13)
	Online services need to be fair and take care of your personal information in a way that is best for you

	When online services collect, use or share your personal information it must be in your best interests (meaning it is best for you and fair).



	Rule 5
(Slide 14-15)
	Online services need to ask for your permission to do things with your personal information

	· If you are 15 years old or older, you can make your own decisions about your personal information online. Online services can go to you directly to ask for your permission. 
· If you are under 15 years old, your parent or carer will need to be asked for permission to make decisions about your personal information online.




	Rule 6
(Slide 16)
	If you are under 15-years, in some situations online services will need to involve both you and your parent, to get permission to change your privacy protections

	If you choose to allow an online service to use or share your personal information for some reason beyond the bare minimum to run the app, game, or website (like to show you ads that have been specially picked, just for you), or collect sensitive information (which is personal information that needs to be treated extra carefully, like your health information). The online service will:
· ask you first to give permission to share your personal information so that you get to have a say (part of getting that permission means that the online service must give you an explanation of what the change means so that you understand what will happen and why). 
· then ask your parent or carer if they give permission, either ‘yes’ or ‘no’, because they have ultimate say. Only once your parent or carer has said ‘yes’ can permission be granted and the change to your privacy protections happen.



	Rule 7
(Slide 17)
	Online services must not trick you into giving them permission

	Online services must not deliberately trick, confuse, or pressure you into giving permission to collect, use, or share your personal information. This means online services cannot do things like be sneaky and hide buttons that give you a choice to say 'no'.



	Rule 8
(Slide 18)
	Online services must make sure that the permission they get from you (or your parent or carer) is 'good' permission

	When online services ask for your permission to collect, use or share your personal information online, they need to tick the 6 boxes below for that permission to be 'good' permission: 
· without pressuring, tricking or confusing you into making a decision (voluntary), 
· give you all the right information you need to make a decision (informed),  
· ask you often and at the right times because permission does not last forever (current),  
· make sure that you know that you are allowed to take back permission at any point (be withdrawn), 
· make sure that you understand ‘why’ they need your personal information and ‘what for’ (specific),
· make sure that you have clearly agreed and given your permission with a solid ‘yes’, because when you say ‘maybe’ or nothing at all, it is a ‘no’ (unambiguous).



	Rule 9
(Slide 19)
	Online services must make sure you can access and understand what they do with your personal information

	Online services must make sure that their privacy policies and any notices that 'pop up' tell you what they do with your personal information, is child-friendly. That means they need to be easy to read and understood by you (no big words!). They must also make it easy for you to: 
· find the instructions on the app, game or website that tell you how to ask for what personal information the online service knows about you. 
· ask for what personal information is known about you and what the service does with it. 
· ask them to stop showing you ads that have been specially picked, just for you and the main goal of the ads are to get you to buy things.





	Rule 10
(Slide 20)

	Online services must answer you within 30 days (in most cases) if you ask to see, change or delete your personal information

	Online services must respond to you (or your parent or carer) within a fair amount of time, if you ask to see, change or delete what personal information they know about you. If it takes longer than 30 days, the online services must explain to you why it is going to take longer.



	Rule 11
(Slide 21)
	Online services must delete your personal information if you (or your parent or carer) ask for it to be permanently deleted


	You can now ask an online service to permanently delete the personal information they have collected about you, and they have to do it unless there is a good reason they cannot (like a law says that they can’t).



	Rule 12
(Slide 22-23)
	Online services must tell you when your physical location can be seen by other people and parental controls are being used

	Online services must tell you if your parent or carer can see your physical location or can see or control the activity that you are doing when using an app, game or website. Online services must also tell you if and when another user of the same online service can see where your physical location is by tracking your device (like your phone, tablet or smart watch).



	Rule 13
(Slide 24)
	Online services must make it easy for you to ask questions and complain if there is a problem with your personal information

	Online services must give you all the information you need in a way that you can understand, so that if you have questions or something goes wrong in how they have collected, used, or shared your personal information, you feel like you can easily ask a question or tell the online service that there is a problem (this is called, ‘making a complaint’). 



	Rule 14
(Slide 25)
	Online services will need to think and plan before they act

	Once the Code is in place, online services will need to plan (stop, think, write and record) how they will protect children’s online privacy before they add extra functions to their app, game or website. Online services will also need to make their plan available for others to see (like the OAIC) and make sure that the people who work for the online service who look at your personal information often, are trained to protect children's online privacy. 



Slide 26: Concluding remarks – Final thoughts
After going through the rules, invite students to reflect on how these rules may impact their online privacy moving forward. Some questions may include: Do they think it will change the ways online services collect, use and/or share their personal information? How will their online experience change with the introduction of these rules? Which rules do they think will have the greatest impact on their online privacy? Is there anything more they would like to see the code do now and in the future?

Appendix A: Teacher Recording sheet
Print this sheet and have it with you while conducting the survey. Record the students’ responses throughout the survey, then enter the data into the OAIC survey at the end of the lesson.

	Class:
	Number of students:

	
	Like 🙂
	Dislike 😟
	Neither 😐 
like nor dislike

	Rule 1
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 2
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 3
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 4
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 5
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	What age?
	12
	13
	14
	15
	16
	17
	18+

	Comments from the class:

	Rule 6
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 7
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________


	Rule 8
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 9
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 10
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 11
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 12 (Scenario 12.1)
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 12 (Scenario 12.2)
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 13
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________

	Rule 14
	
	
	

	Comments from the class:
________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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